
Wood Lathe Safety 

Requirements: 

Proper eye protection must be worn - operate only with instructor’s permission and after proper 

instructions have been received. 

1. When operating this machine you must wear proper eye protection, a face shield, pass ALL tests 

with 100%, and have your teacher’s permission to operate it. 

 Operate only with instructor’s permission and after you have received instruction. 

 Remove jewelry, eliminate loose clothing, and confine long hair. 

 Use properly secured and adjusted guards at all times. 

 Always use proper eye protection and avoid distractions. 

 Make sure safety shield is properly positioned. 

 Check sharpness of tools and condition of handles before using. 

 

2. Carefully examine all wood for checks, knots, or other defects before putting it on the lathe. 

3. Work must be balanced and securely held between centers or mounted on a faceplate. 

4. Rotate spindle by hand to check to make sure that you have enough clearance before start the 

turning. 

5. Tool rest must be set 1/8” away from the work piece and adjusted to the proper height for the 

tool being used. 

6. Be sure the lathe is running at the proper speed for the operation. 

7. You should use caution and commonsense to prevent turning tools from catching in the stock. 

  

8. Select and use the correct tool for the cut you plan to make. 

 Check sharpness of tools and condition of handles before using. 

  

9. Even when wearing a face shield, you should also make sure that the safety shield is properly in 

place. 

 Maintain a well-balanced stance while using the lathe. 

 The lathe should be started at the lowest possible speed. 

 When turning on power one should be cautious not to stand in line with the work piece. 

 Both hands should be used at all times on turning tools. 

 The tool should be held firmly against the tool rest when turning. 

  

10. Remove tool rest and base before sanding or polishing. 

 When working with wood use a small piece of folded cloth for polishing or applying 

finish. 

 When finished using the wood lathe: a. turn off the power and wait until it comes to a 

complete stop, b. remove work piece, c. return tools to proper storage area and d. clean 

up the work area. 



11. Use a table broom brush to clean off lathe when finished. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The headstock is permanently attached to the bed on the left side of the lathe. 

The tailstock slides and can be locked in any position on the bed.  

In spindle turning wood is secured between the headstock spur center and tailstock spindle. 

In faceplate turning, wood is attached onto the faceplate and it spins. This is bowl turning.  

The tool rest supports the turning tool close to the wood. It slides and also changes height. 
Improper height setting for tool rest can be dangerous and will affect the tools ability to cut 
properly. 
 

The speed control will change the RPM (revolutions per minute) of the wood. Proper setting 
is very important. Follow speed setting chart. 

 

 

 


